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Sustainability is the idea that every person
takes responsibility for looking after the
planet so that future generations will still
have a healthy environment, economy
and society to live in. No person, group
or ggneration wants to be charged with
ecocide. The way to avoid ecocide is to
practise sustainability and sustainable
development so that the environment,
economy and society all flourish together

and not at the expense of one another.

This book looks at what sustainability is
and what it involves, and how it can help
our planet. How our individual actions and
consumption as a nation affect our planet
are explained, along with how New Zealand
is becoming more sustainable and how you
can be a sustainable Kiwi.

‘Making meaning’ comprehension

que;tions and ‘Critical literacy’ questions
are included, along with activities and a
glossary of terms at the end of the book.
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‘SUSTAINABILITY

It's everyone's responsibility!
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Graphics, maps,
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help explain
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= + What does sustainability involve?
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Economy = the system of producing goods such
as timber and services such as lawn mowing,
distributing goods and services by sending them
to various places, and consuming goods and
services by using them. When Europeans first came
to New Zealand, for example, they began to cut
down the 1.2 million hectares of kauri forest they
found for the timber to build all sorts of goods
such as ships, masts, fences, barrels and bridges.
Because kauri grew so slowly, and people made
farms on the cleared land, the kauri forests did
not grow again. Was the kauri industry practising
inability? No. It was ing the kauri
resource without thinking about future generations
of people wanting to use the same resource. Does

today’s timber industry practise
Yes, instaa
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fWhat are greenhouse
* gases and what is
global warming?
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Because these gases work [ike a
greenhouse and help warm Earth

they are called greenhouse gasg

iety = people who share features like language, laws, and wa
behaving. In New Zealand society, Maori and Pakeha are the

'© main groups, and although there are many people living there
om different parts of the world they are all New Zealanders. For
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Environment = an area and all the -

things in it. F le, New Zealand .
ings in it. For example, New Zealan Stunmng photographs

has many forest, lake, river, mountain
and coastal environments. It is the and illustrations.

environment that provides habitats for
Earth’s plants and animals, including
people, and all the resources that

© we use to survive and make our lives
... comfortable.
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Each year, three times as
much rubbish is dumped into
the world’s oceans as the
weight of fish caught.
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One recycled aluminium
can saves enough
electricity to run a
computer or a TV for

three hours. Fascinating and
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You Know?' fact
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